Destination Space 2021 — “Fireside chat with a NASA Astronaut (retired) and educator”

Barbara Morgan is an educator and retired NASA
astronaut. Morgan is the public elementary school
teacher who trained with the Challenger crew as the
back-up for Teacher in Space Christa McAuliffe, then
later served as a NASA astronaut for 10 years. She is
now Distinguished Educator in Residence, Emeritus, at
Boise State University.

NASA selected Morgan to join the 1998 astronaut class.
She flew 5.3 million miles in space in 2007 on STS-118,
a two-week mission to help construct the International
Space Station. Her duties included operating the space
shuttle and space station robotic arms, serving as
loadmaster, assisting the pilots with re-entry and
landing, and teaching lessons from orbit to
schoolchildren on Earth. In addition to spaceflight,
Morgan worked in Mission Control as prime
communicator (“Capcom”) with on-orbit crews, and she
served in the Space Station Operations Branch and
Robotics Branch of the Astronaut Office.
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